33 [COUNCIL.]

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Yes, we are ex
periencing & bad season. The fact remains
that the coal strike did interfere extensively
with industry in New South Wales, and the
unemployment figzures for that State are
doubtless due in a large measure to that in-
dostrial upheaval.

The Minister for Labour: The Vietorian
and South Australian figures are high.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They are high
everywhere, and they arc not very satisfae-
tory in Western Australia.

The Minister for Labour: Ours are the
seeond lowest in Australia,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Queensland has
the lowest figures.

The Minister for Labour: No, Tasmania.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Yes, that is so. 1
do not propose to delay members any longer.
We shall have an opportunity to deal with
the financial position when the Bstimates
are before us, and for that reason T have
refrained from dealing with that phase.

On motion hy Mr. Needham, debate ad-
journed.

Housa adjourned at 7.45 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 31st July, 1940,
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The PRESTIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS.
Diesel Electric Coaches.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, What was the total mileage
travelled by Diesel elestric coaches on each
of the sections during the year ended the
30th June, 1940% 2, What was the total

number of passengers earried in each dis-
trict? 3, What were the total earnings in
each district? 4, What were the total coach-
ing earnings, inwards and outwards, on the
Kalgoorlie-Leonora-Laverton section during
the same period? &5, What were the total
coaching earnings, inwards and outwards,
on the Kalgoorlie-Norseman-Esperance see-
tion during the same period?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
2, and 3—

sotion, Ml Foe Toe
Perth-Merredin o
(main line) .. 49,686 13,674 5,602
Perth-Merredin (via
Wyalkatehem 64,178 12,688 7,164
Perth-Corrigin (via
Quairading) 64,042 10,784 5,637
Perth-Eatanning .. 67,078 15,419 5,338
gertg-Bur%Jury I 11,158 5,316 1,600
unbury-Busselton
and  Northcliffe 29,728 14617 3,835
Geraldton-Mullewa
and Yuna 44246 8,604 1919
330,116 81,002 34,115

4 and 5, The sectional earnings between
Kalgoorlie and Leonora branch and Kal-
goorlie-Norseman-Esperance branch are not
recorded separately.

QUESTION—PETROL RATIONING.
Producer Gas Plants.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Is the Government aware that the
harbour authorities refuse to allow trucks
fitted with producer gas plants to enter the
goods sheds at Fremantle? 2, Does the Gov-
ernment consider this is helping the pro-
posed petrol rationing scheme being intro-
duced by the Federal authorities? 3, Is the
Government aware that the Underwriters’
Association considers that no additional risk
is entailed by the use of producer gas, inas-
much as no additional premium is required
on vehieles so fitted? 4, If so, will the Gov-
ernment reconsider this decision in order to
assist the drive for petrol rationing, and
thus encourage further development of o
loeal industry ¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, Yes; the Fremantle Harbour Trust
Commissioners have restricted motor ve-
hicles so equipped from entering the eargo
sheds upon Victoria Quay, for the reason
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that, until snme greater experience is ob-
tained in the matter of these wehicles it is
considered that as these vehicles are also
equipped for petrol eonsumption and thus
convey both petrol fuel and a producer gus
plant in operation, the eombination of the
two upon the one vehicle represents a
«erions risk when sueh vehicles are within
a confined and very often eongested arca
inside the sheds. This restrietion, whereby
such vehicles are not permitted to enter the
sheds, does not disadvantage the owner of
the vehicle so equipped in obtaining goods
from, or delivering goods to sheds, but it
does disadvantage the Trust to the extent
that in all such eases it has to deliver goods
to or receive them from the loading plat-
forms of the sheds, whereas if this restrie-
tion were not imposed the vehieles could be
brought into the sheds to a position nenver
their eargo, and opportunities for the more
convenient handling by this methed oceur
to a considerable extent. 3, Yes. 4, This
question will be reviewed by the Fremnntle
Harbour Trust after further experience.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, Ses-
sional Committees were appointed as fol-
lows :—

Standing Orders—The President, the
Chief Seeretary, Hon. J. Cornell, Hon. C.
F. Baxter, and Hon, J. Nicholson.

Library.—The President, Hon. C. F. Bax-
ter, and Hon. G. Fraser.

Printing—The President, Hon. E. H.
Gray, and Hon. W. J, Mann.

Joint House—The President, Hon. J.
Cornell, Hon. E. H. Gray, Hon. V. Hamers-
ley. and Hon. G. W. Miles.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2.,500,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, re-
solved—

That so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended ns js necessary to enable the Supply
Bill to pass throngh ita remaining stages at
one sitting,

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.42] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill such as

is usually submitted early each session to
authorise the financing of operations until
the Estimates shall have been passed. The
Estimates are in course of preparation and
will be presented to Parliament at an early
date. The Government is making every
effort to keep down expenditure as far as
practicable, and the Treasury is scrutinising
all accounts in an endeavour to economise
wherever savings ean be effected. The amount
of Supply required is £2,500,000, This is
similar to the amount asked for in the Sup-
ply Bill (No. 1) of last year, and is to
eover a period of three months.” The money
is allocated as follows:—

£
Consotidated Revenue Fund .. 1,700,000
General Loan Fund 500,000
Treasurer’s Advance 300,000

The expenditure from Consolidated Reve-
nue Fund for the first three months of lnst
finaneinl year was £1,745,611, which does
not include expenditure under Special Acts
snch as interest, sinking fund contribu-
tions, etec. The provision from the General
Loan Fund will be used to enrry out essen-
tial works and at the same time provide as
much employment as possible, The Treas-
urer’s Advance is to provide funds to meet
immediate requirements which, for the time
being, eannot he cleared or charged to
specific Votes. Last finanecial vear it was
estimated that there wonld be a deficit of
£31,288, but the actual deficit amounted to

£146,825. Details of expenditure are—
P
Aectual 11,266,768
Estimated . 11,217,300
Increase on estimate £49,468
Details of revenue are—
Collected £11,110,843
Estimated £11,186,012

Thus colleetions were less than the csti-
mate by £66,069. I move—
That the Bill he now read a second time.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.46]:
In complianee with the expressed wish of
many people to shorten cur debates, I pro-
pose, in speaking on this Bill, to dovetail
some remarks that T had intended to make
on the Address-in-reply. At the outset T
should like to welcome the new members
and cndorse what has been said about them,



40 [COUNCIL.]

and also to ezpress my regret for those who
were not returned. The new members will
realise the truth of what has been stated and
what I belicve to be ecorrect—thai amongst
all the branches of the legislatures of the
Commonwealth, this one is the best con-
ducted.

This Bill is to grant Supply, but I gather
from the remarks of the Chief Sccretavy
that out of the £2,500,000 asked for, three-
quarters of a million has already been spent.
Thus we seem to be departing from the
principle formerly taught that there ean be
no expenditure without the consent of Par-
liament. To-day we are asked to endorse
the illegal expenditure of three-gnorters of
a million of money. The fact that other
Governments may have acted similavly does
not affect the position. I am afraid that
unless Parliament closely scrutinises mat-
ters, its eontrol of the finances will become
even less than it has been in the past. In
my opinion every attempt is being made to
ignore Parliament. A pernsal of the
Lientenant-Governor’s Speech diseloses how
little it contains. If we refer to the Speech
delivered for 1938-39, we find a record of
what had happened in all directions, & re-
vord of the revenme and of the expenditure.
This, T take it, is a docnment that gaes
forth te the world so that people who lend
money to Australin may know how it is
being expended. Yet there is nothing of
any importance in the Specch to throw light
on that matter. The only conelusion T ean
come to is that the Covernment has nothing
of importance to report.

[ should like to direct attention once
more to the manner in which the fin-
ances of the State are drifting. T take
the year 1935 as a basis, as I shall deal with
the five-years period Ffrom that date.
In round figures the public debt of
1935 was £88,000,000. In 1940 it was
£498,000,000. So that we spent 10 millions
of money. I wish to ask hon. memhoys, if
they travel this country, ean they =ee where
that 10 millions of money has gone to
and what resnlts we are getting from
the expenditure? During the year 1935
the revenue was £0,300,000. Tn 1940 it was
£11.100,000. There we have £1,800,000 in-
ereased revenme in 1940 as against 1935.
And this T think worthy of note, that during
the same period taxation reeeipts increased
from £1.800,000, in 1935, to £3,000,000. in

1940. During that same period, I repeat,
the annuoal rtevenue inereased from
£9,300,000 to £11,100,000, an incrcase of
£1,800,000. We are told that this is bal-
ancing the Budget. The Budget has been
balanced entirely by inereased taxation. One
thing we have heen told by the Premier in
his statement published in the Press re-
cently is that it is impossible for the Gov-
ernment to increase its revenue by added
taxation. So, during the five years period I
have referred to we have carried on the
Government by means of inereased taxation,
and that was in a time of peace; and now
we are told by the Premier and Treasurer
that there will he no additional State taxa-
tion in this time of war. How the Government
proposes to carry on is a matter for it
to set out and for us to accept. The Premier
in his published statement prides himself on
a deficit of only £148,000 for the last finan-
cial year. Tbere would have been a surplus
but for the fact that the measure desaling
with traffic fees was rejected by this House.

There is one matter whch the Premie:
did not diselose, and which the Chief See-
retary today has not disclosed; and it is
that veceipts from taxation last year were
£200,000 more than in the previous year.
Nor have we been told by the Government
that the interest bill for last year was
£360,000 less than the previons year’s bill,
dne to the fact of reduction in rates of inter-
est. In considering these figures, let us
remember that during a period of five years
of peace some members have preached to the
Government, have entreated Ministers, to
take into consideration the faet that they
onght to prepare for troubles which might
be ahead. Western Anustralia has not yet
felt the effects of the war, excepi as regards
men who henefit by some of the unemployed
enlisting and by additional Federal money
being spent in this State. Of those of wus
who have warned the Government year in
and year out to he prepared for the many
emergencies that might arise, not one ever
dreamt that the Commonwealth would he up
against the difficulties confronting it today.
Our job in the States, no matter what was
said in the past, is to deal with the future
and to assist the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in every way we possibly ean. We can,
we must, and we will win this war if we
all pull together. And we must win the
war. We must have truth, justice and peace
roling thronchout the world. T do not pro-
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pose %o enter into the controversy hetween
Mr. Moore, Mr. Baxter and Mr. Cornell as
to how the Empire bas come to find itself in
its position of today. That is a matter I do
not propose to embark upon exeept to ex-
ress my own views regarding it. I am not
concerned as to whether the Empire’s
troubles are due to the fifth eolumn, or what-
ever other factor, It is our duty, finding the
Empire and the Commonwealth representing
the Empirve facing difficulties, to do our
very best.  Apart from maintaining our
troops in the war, we have to keep the in-
dustries of this country going; for it is
when the war is over that the pinch will be
felt, when the soldiers are returning, We
must ithen sec that the soldiers are treated
properly and that proper homes and posi-
tions are provided for them. Ours is a
country of primary production. Everything
in this State depends upon the primary
producer. I admit that Mr., Hawke has
endeavoured fo establish secondary indus-
tries here; but Mr. Hawke has begun at
the wrong end, and he has been told so. He
has commenced hy placing added imposi-
tions on industries, instead of relieving the

industries. Take the State Avrbitration
Court award published yesterday. Take
workers’ ecompensation. With all  these

added imposts we shall never establish sec-
ondary industries in Western Australia. It
is impossible for us to do so until the indus-
fries are relieved of some of their burdens.
Once a week, as we know, a vessel arrives
from the Eastern States carrying at least
4,000 tons of eargo on which I believe the
lunpers at  Fremantle work practieally
throughout the 24 hours. Work on the ship
hardly ccases from the thme that it berths
nntil it is ready to go, and throughount the
period it is discharging commodities that
ronld he manufactured in this eountry. Un-
fortunately the opportunity is not given to
these who would manufacture them to do
80. The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment has eommenced at the wrong end.

U trust that during the present session we
will not be faced with n measure the effeets
of which will be to impose further taxativn
on industry, a mecasure similar to that which
was put before us last year. Most of such
measures have in the past been defeated and
most of them will again he defeated. My
Hawke either does not understand the posi-
tion or he does not know what is required.
He approaches the manufacturer with a niee

[3]

story of what he proposes to do, and then
comes to Parlinment with Bills that bear the
imprint of the Trades Hall. The salvation
of this country is primary production. TUn-
fortunately, however, the primary producer
is facing increased ecost of produetion,
and the result is that he is getting starva-
tion returns. If members do not be-
lieve that let them go into the country
and sec for themselves. Take the basie
wage: In the metropolitan area we find
it has increased 2s. 83, That will be
added to the cost of prodometion, and the
primary producer will have to meet the in-
creased prices for his requirements. That
brings me back to the point why the Empire
is finding itself in the difficult position that
is facing it to-day. Politicians and states-
men knew what was ahead of the Empire,
but ¢onld not face the position. True, it mast
be said that when we ave faced with difficul-
ties we fight until we win through. We can
bring that neaver home, During the Iast
five yvears the Government has not attempted
to face any of the difliculties that have pre-
sented themselves. The Government hag
allowed things to drift until I do not know
what is going to bappen to the country. The
Premier states that it is not possible to im-
pose any further taxation. I am satisfied
that his Government cannot carry on if we
judge it by its expenditure of the enorm-
ous revenue that is being reccived to-
day., We have it in evidence from
the Lieut.-Qovernor’s Speech that the
Government has no policy at all I
should like members to compare the Speech
we heard read the other day with Speeches
that have been delivered in the past on the
opening of Parliament. The poliey at the
present time ig one of borrow and spend.
This will have to be reformed. In the past
T have criticised the misdeeds of the Govern-
ment and I have endeavoured to help when
any attempt has been made to carry out
anything in the right way; but when things
are drifting from had to worse it hecomes
our duty to draw attention tu what is hap-
pening and to what is likely to follow unless
ithe faults are yemedied. This is largely the
resu't of ignoring Parliament. There was
g time when Governments came to Parlia-
ment with a schedule of Bills that it was
proposed to introduce during the session.
Moembers then knew and the country alse
knew what business was to be transacted
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in the session, and it was only in
exceptional cireumstances that a Bill was sub-
mitted to Parliament reference to which was
omitted in the Governor's Speech. Now
what do we find? On the eve of the elosing
down of Parliament Bills are shot through
another place and sent here to become law
on the same day without the public being
made aware of their contents. That brings
me back to the point that everything that
is being done holds Parliament up to ridi-
cule. What the object of the Government
may be in pursuing that line, I do not know.

Analysing the Specch with which the pre-
sent session wns opened, I am reminded of
the story about the parson who was an elo-
quent speaker. His congregation argued as
to whether he read his speeches or delivered
them extempore. The parson asked his
congregation to try him out on the following
Sunday. When he entered the pulpit a
members of the congregation produced a
blank sheet of paper, which was to contain
the text. The minister held up one side and
said, “There is nothing.there.” Then he held
up the other side and repeated that there
was nothing there and announced, “QOut of
nothing the Lord made heaven and earth,
and that will be my text to-day.” When the
Chief Secretary replies he will be able to
tell us whether there is anything interest-
ing in His Excellency's Speech. I do not
propose to say anything further. I should
like to vote against the Bill as a protest.

The Chief Secretary: You can take the
risk if you like,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We can do that.
Seoner or later, however, the position may
have to be faced. I sometimes wonder what
would happen if Parliament refused to
grant the £750,000 that has already been
gpent. I believe the excuse is that the King
can do no wrong, but nevertheless the posi-
tion we are in is very serious, the position
of ignoring Parliament, and everything
being done to make a rubber stamp of Par-
linment, TIs it any wonder that Parliament
stands as it does in the eyes of the publie?
I shall not vote for the Bill.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[5.7]: Naturally, we all feel that the Gov-
ernment finds itself in a difficult position be-
cause of the trying times through whiech we
are passing. Never in the history of the
Btate, I suppose, has the position appeared

more difficutt so far as industry is concernetl.
I am sure the Government must be ex-
periencing anxiety in the steps it is taking
to bring about an amelioration of the posi-
tion. We are aware that our troubles are
increased because of the difficulty of finanee.
On more than one oceasion I have voiced my
strong protest when asked to spend a con-
siderable sum of money, as we are being
asked to do now, in effect giving the Gov-
crnment a blank cheque, When he intro-
duced the Bill the Chief Secretary said it
was the usual practice to submit a Supply
Bill at the beginning of the session, and that
the Estimates were in course of preparation
and would be presented to Parliament at an
carly date. Whether it is the usual practice
or not, I do think we should associate our-
selves with the statement made in another
place, and which appeared in the Press fo-
day, that Parlinment had little control over
the finanees. That is really the unfortunate
position we are facing by centinually adopt-
ing the practice the Government is now ask-
ing ug to follow, In the present condition
of world affairs we find that Governments of
other countries have called to their assist-
ance practieal business men. Even the Com-
monwealth has found it necessary to appoint
a man like Mr. Essington Lewis, as well as
others, to take charge of very important
undertakings. Personally I know of nothing
that is of greater importance than that we
sheuld know how money that is voted by us
is going to be spent. In this House and in
another place the statement was made that
the Estimates were in course of preparation
and would be placed before members at an
early date. The position, however, is that
the Government has committed Parliament
to the expenditore of a large sum of money
and, like Mr. Holmes, I hardly know what
wonld be the position if we were to refuse
to agree to the passing of the £750,000 that
has already been spent. I do not think any-
one is desirous of placing the Government
in any awkward position. I do think that
it would be & very wise step for Parliament
to refer these Bills back to the Government
and request it to give us a statement as to
how it is proposed to spend the money be-
fore we give our approval. Members them-
selves are responsible for the existing posi-
tion. In this House and in another place I
have, times ont of number, advocated the
appointment of a public works or a public
Ginanee committee, I know that one ean re-
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peat himself and make biwself a nuisance,
but at the risk of being regarded a nuisance
I reiterate that if we had a committee that
was placed in the position of scrutinising
expenditure, I am certain that we would
obtain better value and more satisfactory
rvesults than are heing secured. At the close
of last session we had quite an interesting
diseussion as to the most suitable site for
new public buildings. The statement was
made in this Chamber that, no matter what
site was suggested, no unanimity would ever
he reached. However, a joint committee
was appeinted eonsisting of men represent-
ing this House and another place and after
consultation over the matter the members of
that eonnmittee were able to arrive at a deci-
~ion on a problem that had been declared to
he impossible of solution.

Hon. J. J. Ilolmes: A unaniinous deeision.

Hon. A. TITOMSON: Yes.

Hon. I.. Craig: Had the matter been left
to this Ilouse, no sueh decision would have
heen reached.

Hon., A. TIIOMSON: That bears out
what I am saying. It supports my conten-
tion that the time has arrived when Parlia-
ment should endeavour to control the fin-
ances of the State by the appointment of a
linance eommittee.  Jf a joint eommittee
could reach o unanimous deeision, which the
hon, member has stated eould never have
heen reached by the House, I am justified in
suggesting that the appointment of a finanee
committee would lead to a considerable sav-
ing of money to the State.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I think I am voicing
the opinion of that ecommittee when I say
that the members were of opinion that a
number of matters could be settled in the
same way.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is my view-
point, too, and T am delighted to henr Mr.
Holmes make such a statement. My mind
goces back to the time when the Bruee-Page
Government was in power, after the last
war. Large sums of money were heing ex-
pended and schemes were being submitted
throughout the Commonwealth designed to
increase productivity and employment for
the people, The Commonwealth Government
appointed what was termed a Consultative
Committee. The late Sir Charles Nathan, who
wns a member of this Flouse, wag on that
committee, and I know for a fact that
by its keen sermtiny of the various
schemes outlined, the ecommitice was able

to prevent the needless expenditure of
a considerable amount of money. For
instanee, a plan was submiited by an
engineer and approved by the Queens-
land Parliament which would have cost some
millions to put into effect. The commit-
tee, however, was able to demonstrate that
that expenditure was quite wunnecessary.
Considerable money has heen expended in
this State in certain directions, doubtless
with the best of intentions on lhe part of
this Government and previous Governments,
but if we had had a committee of the type
I am suggesting, it is possible that the
money might have been spent more profit-
ably in other direetions.

The parlons position facing primary pro-
ducers of this State has been touched unpon
bv Mr. Holmes. I commend the Federal
Government for appointing a committee to
plan some forward scheme, I consider that
it is absolutely cssential not only in the im
terests of the primarv producers of this
State, but also in the interests of the State
as a whole, that we should have a similar
committee composed not merely of Govern-
ment officials, who all too frequently can see
problems only from an official point of view,
but eontaining alse business men, and men
engaged in the industry. I suggest that such
a committee should be appointed with a view
to formulating some scheme for the develop-
ment of primary industries, and to aet in an
advisory capacity to the Government. Not
for one moment do I suggest that the Gov-
ernment is negligent of its duty, or that it
is failing to do the best it can. So far as
one ean judge from the suggestions of the
Government, however, I do not feel it will
achieve all we would like to sec achieved,

I intend now to touch briefly on the posi-
tion of our secondary industries. I consider
that Mr. Hawke and the Government are
quite sincere in their desire to establish
secondary industries in Western Australia.
I do not doubt their sincerity for one
moment. Last session, however, Mr. Bolton
made an inferesting comparison hetween the
position in this State and in the Eastern
States, and drew attention to the extra im-
post that was placed on industry here. That
matter has been further referred to by Mr.
Holmes, Despite the efforts of the Govern-
ment, we have the sad spectacle of the eclos-
ing down of a factory employing 30 hands.
An announcement to that effect is contained
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in this morning’s Press. The machinery of
that factory will be transferred to the
Eastern States. I am not going to suggest
that the Government has contro! over the
Arbitration Court. No statement has heen
made on the matter so far as 1 know, hut ¥
wonder whether it is true that the Minister
for Industrial Development has said, “If
conditions are better than in Victoria, we
must see if we ean hring the Victorian condi-
tions to the level of those in Western Aus-
tralia.” If that is the attitude of the Min-
ister, I am not very hopeful about the
ostablishment of secondary indusiries in this
State. T agree with My, Holmes that, if new
enterprises are to he cnconraged and em-
ployment provided for labour, as far v
possible there should be an ondeavour to
reduce the heavy impost placed upon
industry.

on, G. W. Miles: The Government could
amend the Workers' Compensation Aet.

Hon, A. THOMSON: If could. T was
amazed to hear Mr. Moore state that ihe
{iovernment had still to provide for 6,000
unemployed men. I hope that is not cor-
reet,

The Chief Seeretary: Tt 15 perfectly true
and the number is growing.

Hon. A. THOMSOX : Well, it is an amaz-
ing position. Many men have been taken
off the labonr market by the Federal Gov-
ernment owmg to the war, a large number
has enlisted, and many have been absorbed
in mining. In spite of this we are facing
the problem of having to find employment
for 6,000 men, the same ns last year. That
is a heavy barden to rest npon the shoulders
of the Government and of the Parliament of
this State. T wonder if the position ean be
remedied. Can we do something about it?
All we know is that there is a eertain Gov-
crnment poliecy. I do not charge the Cov-
ernment with foreing the obhservance of
union conditions. Quite honestly, Y do not
blame upion secretaries for secing that
awards are kept. That is only fair and just
in the interests of those men who are obey-
ing awards. I do not blame them for that.
But I do wish that in view of the serious
times through which we ars passing we
could establish a consultative council which
would not be an adverse critic of the Gov-
ernment but would materinlly assist the
Government in the performance of the huge
task facing it.

Those of us who have been in Parlia-
ment for a number of years are aware that
the passing of this Bill is an aceepted
practice. In my opinion it is a dan-
gerous one, T once had the femerity
to move in another place that e
Estimates should he referred back to the
Government. OF course, a gond deal of
politieal eapital was made out of the mat-
ter. [ was aeeused of trying to prevent mon
getting their wages, and so ou,  Neverthe-
less, [ think that if Parliament is desirous
ol contvolling the finances of the State,
which it has every right to do, we shoulld
take action of that sort. I have veiced my
protest in previons years ahoat being asked
to pass the sum of £2500,000 {of whicn
£750,000 has been spent) without hoving
any details of the expenditure, and I do =0
again. Al the information we have heen
given is that the Estimates are being pre-
pared and will be submitted in doe course.
[n the meantime Parlinment is committed to
ithe expendciture of £2,300,000 and has no
idea ax to how the money will be spent. T
know that when he replies the Chief Scere-
tary will give us all the usual departmental
figures, and will say, “The hon. member
knows that we have to spend so much in any
ease,” hut T do pot think that any private
firm would agree to the expenditure of such
a large amount of monev without some in-
formation ns to Low it was to be disbursed.
Parliament should endeavour to obtain con-
trol of the finanees. Like other hon. mem-
bers, T realise that the Bill must be passed,
though I think if I were in another place
I would do as I did previously, namely,
move that the amount be reduced or referred
baek to the Treasurer for further explana.
tion. Having voiced o protest, however, I
must veluetantly acquiesee in what has be-
come an established eustom.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.27]):
I would like to address a few remarks on the
Bill. Dealing with financial matters, it gives
us an opporiunity to discuss an aspect of
Government policy that we might otherwise
touch upon in the Address-in-reply. This is
the usual Supply Bill, hut as has been poin-
ted out, it is presented this year in very
unusual circumstances. 1If there is one note
that needs to be sounded today, it is that of
eonscrvation and the need for utilising all our
resourees in meeting the emergeney with
which we are confronted. The full figures



i3 Jewy, 1940.] 45

for the year have not yet heen made avail-
able and consequently we are not able to
critivise them or make the full comparisons
we should like to make. What we know, how-
ever, is an indication that there is very little
change in policy. As the Chief Secretary
pointed out, the estimated revenne for the
year was £11,186,012, whereas the amount
received was £11,119,943, or £66,069 less
than was cestimated. In other words the
estimate was out 0.6 per cent. The esti-
mated expenditurve was £11,217,300, and the
actual expenditure was £11,266,768, a dif-
ference of £49,463 up, or just over 0.4 pey
ecent. out.  Those figures indicate thaf tha
officials of the Treasury have closely at-
tended to their work in obtaining results
which liave been so near to their cstimates,
both in regard to expenditure and revenue.
We have to recognise that they have carried
ouf a heavy task with great eredit fo them-
selves. On the other hand, as has been sail
from year to year in this House, the expen-
diture is still leading in the Budget race. Al-
though we have tried to raise revenue in the
endenvour to overtake cxpenditare, the
revenue has never yet bheen guilty of eateh-
ing the cxpenditure, nofwithstanding that
we have sought ont every sowree of revenue
production, and explored and cxploited
every avenue. This House endeavoured to
effect a eheck last session, and brought pres-
sure to bear upon the Government to re-
strain its expenditure by refusing to pass
ecrtain Bills that were submitted with the
idea of inereasing the revenue. Notwith-
standing this, the deficit remains. The fig-
ures achieved bring credit upon the Trea-
sury. We have been told that the demands
of the departments have had to be met and
that services have had to he maintained, and
thet we cannot sec any way of cutting
down expenditure. We are at war, and war
brings some very drastiec and serious
changes that would not otherwise he con-
templated. Very drastie alterations will have
to be made to meet the entirely new point
of view. T would like to have secn some
recognition by the Government of thig
change of affairs. Although, as pointed out
early in the war, we are up against a foe
that has marshalled all its resources, hoth
ceonomic and military, with the intention of
overpowering its cnemies and the British
Empire, adjvestments have not yet been
made that might have been made in an on-
deavour to induee this country to face the

completely nltered eirecumstonces. One would
be justified in saying that the people of this
counfry themselves have shown a far keener
appreciation of what is going to he de-
manded of them by the war than has so far
been shown in the accomplishments of Gov-

_ernments.

The figures for the Rrst month of the pre-
sent financial year are not availablé so that
we cannot make the comparisons with the
months of July that we have heen able to
make previously. We know there will be a
deficit for the earfier months of the year.
This month in particular must be adversely
affeeted by the fact that there will be a loss
in receipts from collections under the new
Income Tax Acts, becausce of the inability of
the Government to colleet revenue under
those headings. With other members I was
perturbed to hear of the large number of
men on sustenance work. As has heen said
by Mr, Thomson, a large number of men
have been absorbed by the military authori-
ties, many have found cmployment in the
mining industry and many have been in-
terned. That should have affected the labour
market to the extent that a eonsiderable pro-
portion of the nnemployed should have been
absorbed. On the other hand it is also ob-
vicus that industries have been affected by
the war. The lack of shipping has had a
material cffect upon our ability to get our
produce away. That bhas also affected
industry, which has been slowed down or
stopped heeause it is no longer possible to
find markets for the goods produced. With
the demands of war, that position is prob-
ably going to be worse. It would be inter-
esting if the Clief Secretary eould give us
a report from the department indicating
exactly what industries have been affected,
and what is the composition of the 6,000
unemployed men,

Hon. J. Coruell: The sitnation is not
Ppeculinr to Western Australia.

Hon, H. SEDDOX: An analysis of the
occupations in whieh these men were em-
ploved would he informative and valaable
as indieating what changes are taking place.
Tt might serve to show whether there was in
Western Australia, as in the Old Country,
what is known as the *hard core of unem-
ployment.” That consists of a certain defi-
nite number of people who are unemploy-
able. I suggest that, if the Chicf Seeretary
eould arrange it, he might make available to
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us information frow the department com-
ccrned as to the number of men who are
unemployed and what types of employment

the}( _were previously engaged in. The
Position  does  affect the State's ex-
penditure, Apart from Loan expenditure,

there must be a burden upon the State’s rev-
enue in providing for the sustenance of the
dependants of the unemployed. The Arvbi-
tration Court has just announced an inerease
in the basic wage which has leen arrived at
as a result of the Statistician’s figures that
were made available to the eowt. Natur-
ally rising costs, which are a concomitant of
the war, are having an cffeef upon the cost
of living. This is one of the reasons why
the figures for the metropolitan arvea have
risen from £4 2s. Bl. to £4 55, 4d. a week, in
the country from £4 3 3d. to £1 55, Gd,,
and on the goldfields from £4 16s. 3d. to
£4 185, 8d. The change will be a serious
one for the Government. We are told that
the cffeet of the rise in the basie wage will
be to increase the State’s expenditure by
£120,000 per annum.  Here we have to
show a ecertain amounl of commiseration
and sympathy for the Treasurer who has
had this additional burden placed upoun his
shoulders.

The Chief Secretary: [ am not sure ahout
that figure.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I understood it was
a Government figure, but I may have mis-
read the Press reports.

The Chief Secrctary:
figure.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt would be intercsting
to know the effect upon the mining in-
dustry,

Hon. H. SEDDON: There will be an in-
crease in the cxpenditure for the Govern-
ment. I think opportonitics for economy
are being found in the departmental expen-
diture. I expect a great deal in that diree-
tion to come from the industrial research
officer. Much attention has lately been given
to the fuel problem, and I understand a lot
kas bLeen done concerning the change over
from petrol to producer gas. It would he
a good thing if vehicles could use locally
produced fuel. That would assist not only
in conserving petrol supplies for the Air
Force and defence generally, but wonld
assist in keeping down the demands for over-
seas oxchange.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It would also have the
effect of reducing Government expenditure.

e
I saw the same

Hon. H. SEDDON: Although producer
gas is o very much poorer fuel than is petrol,
the running eosts of a motor ear using such
gas are lower than is the case with petrol. I
should like to see the question of fuel effie-
iency gone into a great deal further. That
is one of the jobs of which the research
officer might make n specialty, Assistanee
might also be given to the Commissioner of
Railways to institute a certain amount of
research work in connection with the rail-
way system with a view to ascertaining
whether it is possible to make use of gas
power.

Hon. J. Cornell: We are miles ahead ol
the Eastern States in that respeet.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That may not say so
much for the Eastern States.

The Chief Seeretary: We have carried
out & lot of work in that conneetion already.

Hon, I1. SEDDON: I am glad to hear
that. Here is n chance for further investiga-
tion work that might result in mueh good
being done for Western Australin.  The
Railway Department is the greatest spend-
ing department of the State. It its flnances
could be put on a sound hasis by econnmies,
hetter results would be vefteeted in the State
returns. The question of road transport is
so important that this matter should be fur-
ther investigated. T trust the Government
will make available to the department the
necessary funds, and will set aside Erained
officers to go into the matter and see if
sonething in this direction ean be done.

Some of the railway figures are very in-
tevesting. From the 1939 report, the latest
available, we find that the average mileage
worked during that vear was 1,370.
The interest charges on the capital employed
in the Railway Department amounted to
over £1,000,000, the working expenses were
£2,011,570, and of that sum mno less than
£2,208,390 comprised salaries and wages. In
other words, 76 per cent, of the working
expenses of the Railway Department com-
prised salarvies and wages,

Hon. W. J, Mann: Is that all subject to
the rise in the basic wage?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The greater part of
that amount will he affected by the rise in
the hasisc wage.

Hon, W. J. Mann: What proportion?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The greater propor-
tion. Perhaps salaried officers may be ad-
justed at less frequent intervals tham is the
case with wages men, but all the wages men
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wounld be affected. On the basis of the
mileage worked, these figures come out as
follows :-~The interest per mile worked is
£229; the working expenses per mile worked
come to £665; wages and salaries come to
£504 6s.; and fuel to £63 per mile worked.
When one investigates these figures one
finds that whilst the great proportion of
them consist of fixed charges, the running
expenses themselves can be varied. If we
could have greater cfficiency in the working
expenses, the costs could be reduced. Let
me illustrate that by referring to the Diescl
clectric coaches, They can he worked very
much more ecconomically than ecan steam
trains, and the department has already
benefited to a great extent in its coach
traffic by the use of such rolling stock.
When we examine the passenger side of the
railway serviees, we sce that in that seetion
not only are the losses greater, but it is
there that the greatest improvemoents ean
be cffected. The details regarding the num-
ber of passenger journeys for the year are
extremely interesting. A perusal of those
particulars shows that the number of pas-
senger journeys in 1939 represented the
smallest sinee 10904 with the exeception of
1932. That serious decline can be attributed
to one factor only, namely, that the Rail-
way Department cannot supply the publie
with an effective serviee in ecmpetition with
road traffic that has grown to such vast
proportions.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And better roads too.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, and also
neglected to provide quicker and more eon-
venient serviers. There is also an important
point to be diceerned i1n the Diesel coach
fizures. Prohahly by further exploiting the
Diesel eoach svstem, the department eould
win hack mueh of the traffie it has lost. In
fact. T frel sure that if the department
increased the number of Diesel coaches and
provided faster and more convenient ser-
vices, mneh of that lost traffic would be
regained. T hope this phase will be gone
into thorenehlv by the railway authorities.
Naturally the imnortation of Diesel coaches
of the fvpe now used on the railways is
almost: impossihle at present, but.it shounld
not be bevand the capaeity of the technical
officers of the department to improvise some
substitute that wounld operate equally effi-
cientlv and cffect 2 much needed improve-
ment.

Hon. J. Cornell: What is wrong with the
electrification of the railway from Fremantle
to Midland Junetion?

Hon. H, SEDDON: That would concern
a small section only of the railway system,

Hon. W. J. Mann: And it would take a
long time to pay for the conversion,

Hon, H. SEDDON: That is so. The
greatest opportunities exist for cffecting im-
provements sueh as I suggest in the better
transport of people in the outlying areas.
I would like to sce the activitics of the rail-
way anthorities extended in that direction
80 08 to provide a more modern type of
passenger convenienes for the people in the
outer areas. During recent years the de-
partment has spent much money on re-
grading, and this work must have had a
material effect on railway working costs.
The goods loads have heen substantially in-
crensed, with the result that the department
is enjoying greater earning power from en-
gines and rolling stock than formerly. In-
cidentally a rather remarkable feature has
developed in consequenee of these opera-
tions. Members will doubtless be astonished
to learn that Kalgoorlic is now four miles
further away from Perth than it has been
for many years past.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is, fonr miles fur-
ther away by rail?

Hon. H'. SEDDON: ¥Yes. That is the
effeet of the departmental policy regarding
deviations and re-grading. A regulation has
been isstted sectting oul that Kalgoorlie is
now further from Perth to the extent of
four miles.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Ilas the department
inereased the fare to Kalgoorlie?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The alteration will
undoubtedly affect railway revenue, becanse
goods will have to be carried over the addi-
tiongl mileage and, of counrse, that will apply
to centres further along the track. T merely
mention that as an illustration of the diree-
tion in which the department ean effect
economy. All that is necessary is to in-
erease mileage which means added revenue,
and so the position is guite all right!

Hon. J. Nicholson: That was done in the
early davs of the railway system when the
line from Geraldton to Northampton was
constructed.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Evidently the depart-

ment is reconsidering this move as another
possible means of inecreasing revenuc.
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The Chief Sceretary: At any rate, the
fares have not been incressed in conse-
(uenee.

Ron. H. SEDDON: Perhaps not, but a
perusal of the rate book will show that an
additional charge of a few pence per ton
will probably resalt beeause of the extra
mileare.  However, there is no doubt that
the department has  Dbenefited  materially
from the re-grading operations and this is
refleeted to o marked oxtent in the incrensed
train loadage. lt would be interesting if
the Minister were to make available details
of the load table on the line to Yellowdine.
If we had those partieulars T think they
would show that great cconomiecs had been
cffected.

The Chief Sceretary: The Commissioner
of Iailways provides a lot of information in
his annual reports.

Hon. TL SEDDON:  Yes, but not exactly
along the lines T have sugzested. e shows
that the loading has heen increased, hut does
not give the exaet loadage table. All these
phases affect the finanees, and 1 have drawn
attention lo thetn as indicating direetions in
which the Government eounld effeet ccono-
mirs hy making additional use of the tech-
nical skill available to the Commissioner of
Railways. I suggest that that technieal skill
should be used in the right direetion, which
15 along the lines of modernising the stock
and equipment o that the best resolts may
be achieved. 1 trost the Government will
make the fullest use of the serviees of the
industrial reseaveh officer and other technieal
oflicers as well, so that much neceded econo-
mics, which are so essentiul today, may be
instituted in order that Western Australia
mnay shoulder its share of the heavy finan-
cial strain that will be impoesed by eonsid-
erations arising out of the war.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W,
1. Kitson—West—in reply) [5.52]: I feel
sure members do not expect me to reply at
this juncture te many of the points that
have heen raised by those who have taken
part in the debate. Eoaeh member has ad-
mitted that the practice followed this session
is similar to that pursued for many years
past, practically ever since the inception of
the State Parliament. In those e¢ireum-
stances why should they raise at this stage
arguments against a procedure that bhas
stood the test of time? Parliament is not
losing control of the finanees in the manner

some memhers would suggest. The Esti-
mates will be introduced in another place be-
fore long. In faet, I believe they will be
presented at an carlier stage than usual,
Parliament will then have an opportunity to
deal with the Government’s expenditure pro-
posals.  On this oceasion the Government
has mercly continued the practice that hns
hpen followed for many years past and the
amount eovered by the Bill is similar {o that
ineluded in initial Supply Bills during car-
lier sessions. In view of that fact I fail
to se¢ why members should take such strong
exception to the adoption of that praetice
at this stage. If members desire that they
should always have an opportunity to deal
with the financial proposals of the Govern-
ment hefore granting Supply, the neces-
sity  would then arise for Parliament
to mecet before the end of the finaneial
vear s0 as to diseuss the Hstimates for the
suceeeding year. Ou the othey hand, through-
out the British Empire, Pavliaments have
heen eompelled to adopt the method we have
followed in Wostern Australin. That method
has apparently been quite =atisfactory in
past vears. When T speak on the Address-
in-reply I shall take the eppovtnnity to denl
with points raised by members who have
spoken on the Supply Bill. T understand
that some members have taken part in the
present debale instead of speaking on the
Addres«in-reply, and in these cireumstanees
any information T ean supply I shall he
only too pleased to present later on.
Question put and passed.
Bill read n second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
veport adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, G. B. WOOD (East) [5.58]:
Muany, both inside and outside of Parliament,
think that the Address-in-reply debate should
be dispensed with this year because of theo
war. I aom not of that opinion. It would
be a greal pity if we did not have this op-
portunity of giring some of our grievances
and tendering certain adviee to the Govern-
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ment, At the same time, T have no doubt
members, in view of the circumstances, will
be more brief in their utterances than usual.
I think the public generally look to moem-
bers to be brief sn that they may the more
quickly turn their attention to the essential
work of Parlinment and partienlarly to the
war legislation that is predicted. 1 wish to
add my weleome to the new members, some
of whom come to us with past legislative
expericnce. Mr. Roche has had some previous
experienee 1n publie life and no doubt, with
the suidanee of his friends in this Chamber,
he will quickly find himself on the right
frack. Earlier speakers made one ouiission
in that they failed to congratulate those
members wlo have been returned for
another term in Parliament with inercased
majovities. 1 offer my congratulations to
those gentlemen, partieularly in view of the
fact that they have returned with inercased
confidence in them indicated by their elee-
tors. T mentioned that we had a few griev-
anees, One T have is that although mem-
bers of this Chamber had every desire to
assist  the Government last  session, and
doubtless are imbued with that desire again
this vear, the Chief Secretary did not give
them much opportunity to denl with their
private Bills. T had one mensure on the
Notiee Paper throughout the whole session.
It may not have heen very important to me
or to the Government, hut it was important
to 1he peaple concerned. That measure was
debated in the dying hours of the session.
In another place an important measure
denling with the primary industries was in-
troduced—an amendment of the Rural Relief
Fund Aet. While | do not lay any blame on
the Minister in this House, that measore
was not brought down here for nearly three
months and it, too, was debated in this
Chamber at ahout 2 o’clock in the morning
in the last hours of the session. T am pre-
pared to accept defeat with a majority
against me, but I do not like snch proce-
dure, patting off measures until there is not
a reasonable chanee of debating them.

I desire to say something with regard to
Myr. Moore's remarks nbout the fifth column.
This is not the time when such remarks
should ke made by a member of Parliament.
I am quite prepared to believe that the down-
fall of some of the small Kuropean eoun-
tries was perhaps not so much attributable
to fifth-column activity; but I am quite
surc that the fifth column had mueh to de

with the downfall of France. Why other-
wise should England have taken so much
trouble to deal with traitors, or fifth eol-
umnists, in the way she has done? Cer-
tainly, England was profiting by the exper-
ience of other Kuropean nations. I hope
that Australia will take no chances so far
as traitors are concerned. We caonot afford
to take chonees. I hope that the Intelli-
genee Department, or whoever is respon-
sible, will investigate every complaint
lodged, even should such investigation entail
the spending of a little money. Any charge
made against people who are presumed to
be against the British Empire should be
carcfully and systematically sifted. Mr.
Moore also spoke of what he said was the
excellent work the Government had done
with regard to defence and manufacture of
munitions and he added that he hoped the
Government would continue such activitics,
1 want to know what the Government has
done. T know it is a Commonwcalth matter
and that our Government is urging the
Commonwenlth Government to allow muni-
tions to be manufactured in Western Ans-
tralia; but we must bear in mind that trade
unionists in Midland Junetion id their
part. They expressed a desire to be allowed
to manufacture manitions, but so far no
steps in that direetion have heen taken.

Hon. 1.. B. Bolton: We want to make
other things hesides munitions.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: T am ¢coming to that
point. My, ITawke, the Minister for Tndus-
rial Development, is extremely conscien-
tions. He has done his utmost to establish
secondary industries in  this State; but I
venture to say that had he devoted some of
his energy to the manufacture of munitions
in Western Ausiralia six months ago, we
woulid have been in a much safer position to-
day.

Hon. G. Fraser: 1 have a recollection of
notieing in the Press some nine months ago
that the Government was urging the Fed-
eral Government to manufacture munitions
here.

Hon. G. B. W0OD: The Government has
not done much sinee; but frade unionists in
Midland Junction said they desired to manu-
facture munitions. The Government has been
urged to do many things. When I first en-
tered this Chamber, 1 listened with great in-
terest to o speech by Mr. Angelo. He knew
what the position was in the North-West
perhaps hotter than any other person in
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the State, and on that oecasion he said that
the sooner we had 250,000 men arnd 1,000
aeroplanes in Australia, the hetter. He said
that no time should he lost in placing us in
a position of more assured safety. My only
fear is that already we may be too late. 1
hope we arc not, but had these matters been
attended to many years ago we could per-
haps deal with a certain power in a move
forecful way than we are doing today.

Another suggestion was made with regard
to the North-West with which I do not
agree, North-West members have said that
the North-West must be populated and that
perhaps we should settle refugee Jews
there in the interests of the defencve of Aus-
tralin. I am not in accord with that sug-
gestion at ull. If we are to depend on refu-
tree Jews for the defence of Australia, God
help Australia. We know what has hap-
pened in Europe and possibly we would re-
quire a standing army to keep a cheek on
such settlers. I am not saying they wonid
not serve a useful purpose there; perhaps
they would, but we should not depend upon
them for our defence. I have no desire to
make rrerimibations. Perhaps all shades of
political opinion are to blame, but I think
we would he falling down on our job if we
did not profit by the mistakes that have
been made. Take compulsory service; we
have been too busy in the past arguing
amongst ourselves te pgive that important
matter the attention it deserved. We
have been concerned with whether the
farmer should receive 3s. or 4s. per bushel
tor his wheat and with the number of hours
workers should be employed. Those ques-
tions are all right in their place, but we
have overlooked the main iszue, our security.
As I have said, I sineerely hope we shall
profit by the mistakes of the past, hecause
there is no doubt mistakes have heen made.

With regard to unemployment, Mr. Mooro
reminded us that we still have 6,000 unem-
ployed in Western Austealia. [ would hke
to know what the Government has done to
cope with that position. It is no use cmploy-
ing those men on roads. Relief workers have
my sympathy; I am not one of those who
say that beeause a man is on relief work
be is no good. There are loafers amongst
thewn, but I recently had the opportunity to
work with relief men on my own property.
T made it my business te study them and
found that most of them were excellent work-
ers, but some were like fish out of water. They

knew nothing about the job. T do met know
where they came from, but they honestly
tried to work well. Unfortunately, they
werc not experienced in felling trees, dig-
ging out stumps and other work of that
kind. Last vear I suggested that some relief
workers should be placed on farms. 1t
srems extraordinary to me that while in
Australin we are facing a definite shortage
of farm labour, wc are at the same time
cmploying relief workers on road work,
work which could be left undone for a year.
Lt is useful work, but certainly not urgent.
1 think the Minister said by interjection
that the system would be abused,

Hon. W. J. Maan: It was abused.

Hon. G. B. WOQD: The first system is
not what 1 suggested. In the first system
the farm labourers who were in reeeipt of
30s. or 40s. per week were paid by the Gov-
ernment. My suggestion was that the lab-
ourer should receive the basie wage. The
farnter, who fed the men, should pay a pv-
portion and the balanee should be paid by
the Government. My suggestion, however,
fell on deaf vcars. I 1make another
suggestion to show how some of these
people—not all of them—can be employed.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: We would like to do
that in the city also.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. I know almost
everything is abused, The present system
under which relief workers are employed is
abused; but Western Australin is  to-doy
facing something which it has never faced
hefore, and that is the problem of trams-
port. In the near future we shall he using
thousands of tons of ehareoal. I venture to
say that all the transport throughout ihe
country districts will he wrapped up with
the question of the supply of charcoal.

Hon. L. B, Bolton: There js no doulit
nbout that.

Ifen. G. B. WQOD: I have no desire that
the Government should interfere in any way
with private onterprise, but T helieve we
shall experience a shortage of charcoal in
the near futore. I suggest the Government
explore the possibility of employing relief
workers to burn charcoal.

Hon, L. Craig: That will be costly. 1 am
not speaking for the Government, but the
Forestry Department is already investigat-
ing the matter.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am glad to hear
that. Even if chareoal is expensive, we
know that the work upon which velief
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workers are now engaged is also expensive.
The Government would be ereating a defi-
nite asset, even if the cost is greater than
it would be if the work were done by pri-
vate enterprise. I offer this suggestion to
the Government in good faith.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do you mean to start
another State industry?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: No. I said I did not
want to interfere with private enferprise;
but I am afraid that private enterprise will
be unable to cope with the big demand for
charconl in the near future.

Member: Any number of econtractors will
burn charcoal for 1s, a bag.

Hon. G. B, WOOD: I do not think se. I
have another suggestion, whether it is sound
or not I cannot say, but I desire the Gov-
ernment to permit its experts to investigate
the possibilities of compressed producer gas.
I am aware that manufacturers of gas-
producer plants will not weleome this sug-
gestion.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Why not? They will
weleome it.

IIon. G. B. WOOD: I am pleased to hear
the hon, member say so. There will conse-
quently be no opposition from that source.
Ordinary coal gas can, of course, be com-
pressed. I fail to understand why charcoal
gas also eannot be compressed into eylinders
and those cylinders placed on ears, thus
doing away wilh the elaborate apparatus
now used to burn charcoal on the road. As
I say, there may be nothing in this sugges-
tion, but on the other hand there may be
and so I hope it will he thoroughly investi-
gated.

I was glad to hear Mr. Baxter speak of
the possibility of utilising our phosphatie
rock. I intended to bring that matter up
and so made some inquirvies about it. I
understand there is a considerable guantity
of phospbatic rock some distance from Dan-
darragan and possibly on one of our islands.
Sir James Mitchell made inguiries about the
deposits some 25 years ago, bot the cost of
getting the roek was considered to be pro-
hibitive and the matter was not proceeded
with, However, i times such as these
through which we are passing, we mnst face
our difficalties. It may be possible with the
use of motor trucks to transport this phos-
phatic rock economically. I am guite in ac-

cord with Mr. Baxter’s suggestion and sin-
cerely hope ihe Government will earnestly
consider it. Bir James Mitchell knows a
great deal about the deposits.

Considering the active part I have lately
taken in the controversy over the meat ques-
tion—I will not say the fixation of price—
the producers would he disappointed if I
did not say something in this Chamber on
the question. When the Profiteering Pre-
vention Act was passed we were told, among
other things, that it was to protect the
farmers from possible exploitation by ma-
chinery merchants and others, Mr. Moore
was enthusiastic about the mepsure, and I
am sorry he is not present tonight, so that
I might ask him what he thinks about it
now. It was never suggested durggng the de-
bate on the measure in this Chamber and
another place that the Aet would be nsed
against primary producers, nor that its aid
would be invoked to fix the price of any
primary product. Right througheut the
debate manufacturers and secondary indus-
tries were mentioned, but not primary pro-
ducers. In my opinion the Act is not ap-
plicable to the meat market. It cannot he
used against the meat market, beenuse the
Act definitely fixes a starting point and
provides that the prices which prevailed on
the 31st August, 1939, must be taken as a
hasis. ’

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I was suggesting that
the Profiteering Preveniion Aet was never
intended {o be used against primary pro-
ducts and commodities the prices of which
finetnate and ave regnlated by the law of
supply and demand. It is very interesting
to vead what the Minister for Labour said
on this measure when moving the second
reading last year. He remarked—

Profitecring has already taken place here,
war conditions being put forward as an ex-
cuse for such unconscionable conduet on the
part of those responsible. I am not suggesting
that every inerease which has taken place haa
no justification at all. Since the commence-
ment of the war—

I wish to point out that the war has nothing

to do with the price of meat.

Since the commencement of the war thers
may have bheen price increases made which
have complete justification, TIn the majerity
of instances, however, I am sure there has hicen
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L_'ither ng justification whatever, or very little
Justification indced, for lhe inereased prives
imposed npon the Western Australian publie.

I propose to show that there has been some
Justification for the inerease in the priee of
meat.  The Prices Commissioner, backed
Prestuniubly by the Minisier, did not use the
Profiteering 'revention Act to fix the price
of meat. Il was fized in three different
ways- hy nepotiation, by agreement, and by
an arrangoment, apparently a dilferent way
on dilterent days.  What the Comumissioncr
did way lo say ito the wholesale butchers,
“If you dv not fix a minimam priee to the
retailers, [ will use the Aet and gazette a
price.” Thus the Commissioney held the Act
over the heads of the wholesale butehers.
That s where we country members who
assisted the Govarnment by supporting this
logislation have been let down. I hope to
he able to prove that throughout the debate
we were told that the measure would be
used against monopolists, secondarv indus-
tries, and so forth, not against primary pro-
ducers.

Hon. G. Fraser: It could be u<ed against
anybody.

TTon. G. B. WOOD: I am not condemning
the Act; it has worked very wetl, but I say
it should not bhe wsed against a primary
produrt, the price of which is governed by
the law of supply and demand and by aue-
tion sales, and (luctuates from day to day.

Hon. L. Craig: Exeept where a primary
product is deliberately held back.

Hon. (. B. WOQOD: That is a differeat
matter; there has heen no attempt by the
producers to hold back supplies of meat.
The only occasion on which an attempt
was made fo control the market was when
the Sales by Auetion Bill was introdueed
in 1936 to prevent the wholesale butchers
trom putting their heads together; otherwise
the producers have been entirely in the
hands of those butchers. Take today, which
was a market day; the price might have
fluctuated 3s. or 4s. Therefore T say the Aet
is guite inapplicable beeause it s impossible
to po back to the 31st August and say that
%o and so was the price of meat on that day.
The simple reason is that there was no prieo
for fat stoek and that a price eannot ba
fixed. Not only does the price of meat fluc-
tuate but sheep differ in quality, one being
fat, another prime, another store and so on,

1t was definitely stated in the Uill and alse
duriug the debate that the Prices Commis-
sioner should investigate various costs. Ile
was empowered—

to investigate the probable requirements of
the people of the State in regard to any com-
modity; to investigate the meaus and cost of
supply or transport of any commodity.
Whatever I might say here touight, I do not
consider that the Prices Commissioner or
the Minister deliberately set out to do an
injury to the primary producers. The Com-
nmissioner, 1 think, acted out of exuberance
or anxiety——

Hon. II. 8. W, Parker: Or innocence.

Hon. G~ B. WOOD: Perhaps innovence.
I told the C'ommissioner that he had under-
taken something about which he knew
nothing, and that in his desire to do snme-
thing for the econsumer, he had slipped.
The Minister, in his veply to my question
yesterday, stated that the interests of all
parties concerned had heen considered. 1
say that the interests of all concerned were
not eonsidered.

Hon. V. Hamerslexy: They were not con-
sulted.

Hon. G. B. WOOI: That is so. This was
an arrangement between the wholesalers and
the Commissioner, The producers did not
fizure in the picture at all. No attempt was
made to investigate the cost of production
because to do so was obvionsly impossible.
What might apply to me as a producer in
the matter of costs might mean one thing,
whereas to another farmer it would mean
something cntirely different.  The follow-
ing appeared in the “West Australian™:—

A list of maximum retail (cash and carry)
beef prices was submitted yesterday by the
Master Butchers’ Associntion to the Deputy
Prices Commissioner (Mr., W. A. White) and
approved.

He fell for preeisely what the wmaster
butehers put up.

This development followed fhe arrange-
ment—
There was an arrangement.

—the arrangement announced on  Tuesday

vetween the wholesale butehers and the Com-
migsioner whereby the wholesalers agreeld 1o
chsrge the retailers not more tham 514d. por
Ih. for boef by the carease or side.

That shows the extent to which the various
interests were consulted, and I repeat that
all were not consulted. Even if they had
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heen  consulted, the Prices Commnissioner
conld not possibly have nrrived at the cost
of producing fat stock.

Hon. 3, J. Holmes: He could not arrive
at sueh a value unless he valued each bul-
lock and ecach sheep as it went into the yard.

llon. G. B, WOOD: And he would have
had to ascertain the cost of enrrving the
hulloek or sheep for the preceding 12
months, 1 wish to show the enormons costs
which bave been imposed on the industry
during the last three or four months, costs
which never before in the history of the
Stale have had to be borne by the farmers.
The Commissioner adepted an extraordinary
atiitnde. 1Te said his action had nothing
to do with the priee at Midland Junction.
That was a most amazing statement which
I think ne ene would helieve. Ile is re-
ported as having said-—

There was no evidenee to show that his
action in requesting wholeanlers to moderate
their priees to refailers had affected last Wed-
nesdav’s market. As was pointed out by the
sceretary of the Livestoek Buyers’ Association,
numbers and quality did that. This view was
confirmed by agents.

Now what did the agents say?  Something
quite  different. A report in the *“West
Australian” shated—

Stock salesmen, commenting on the decline
in prices at Midland Jumetion resterday, said
that buyers knew that agents could not with-
hold from sale the sheep sent for awetion. Fro-
tected Ny the price agreement, buyers had
forced them to aceept the poorer prives offered.
As n vesult of the day’s sharp fall, it was pos.
sible that growers would not send in their
sheep and thereby add to the cxisting short-
nge. The reeent high prices were due to the
unusual seasonal conditions and the larger
warding this weck was an indication that grow-
ers had desired to quit their sheep at a reason-
able price rather than risk earrying them.

Tt wns also stated that the agreement re-
garding mutton prires did not hreome opera-
tive until next Tharsday, but that buyers had
forced the market down yesterday in order to
buy in and protect themselves against the pos.
sible shortage next Wednesday, This action
had cost the growers much finanein! loss. In
addition the agreement only concerned the
price of top quality mutton, but mast lots
cifering did not reach that grade.

The Chief Seceretary: And that is the
reason prices fell.

Hon. G. B. W0OD: Two reasons I am
preparved to admit. I suggested to the Com-
missioner that if he withheld aetion for a
month  prices would antomatically come
down, though not to the extent that they

were foreed down by him. No matter what
a farmer is getting for his wethers, even if
he is getting 50s., he deserves every penny
of it. If n producer received 35s. or 40s.,
he might be sellmg at a loss, so great has
been the cost of earrying sheep during the
last 12 months. The Pastoralists’ Associa-
tion is quite n conservalive body.  Very
seldom is any complaint heard from that
organisation.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And non-political.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Well, I am a pro-
ducer and am discussing the question from
that standpeint. This is what the seerctary
of the Pastoralists’ Association said in
answer to the elaim by the Commissioner
that his action had nothing to do with the
price of stock—

There had been oeeasions in the past when
producers had to ncecpt prices which barely
returned the expense of marketing. Such ocea-
sions wourld undoubtedly reeur in the future,
but it might be taken for granted that when
they arose, there would he ne approach from
the butchering trade to the Pricea Commis-
sioner to ensure that growers reeeived at lcast
an adequate return for the stock marketed.

I am aware that a lot of people argue that
there should be a fived minimum price, but
[ contend that there should net be a fixed
priee at all.  Sheep have realised as mueh
as £3 a head temporarily. Such advances
in priee usunlly oceur in the autumm. This
lime the position has been accentuated hy
reason of the verv adverse season.

Hon. L. Craig: Wethers went to £3 a head
in Vietoria a few years ago.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: [ think this is infor-
mation that should be bronght to the notice
of people in the eity. Here is a statement
hy Mr. Draffin, one of the gentlemen who
went to the Commissioner and made an
agreement with him.  As the head of the
wholesale butchers, he is reported to have
snid—

8trang eriticism of the attitude by the Prim-
ary DProducers’ Association was voiced. The
view wns token that the prices now fixed were
favourable from the growers’ point of view
compared with the prices on which butchers in
the Fastern States operated.

That is definitely not right; the growers are
not getting a fair price. Fancy comparing
prices in Western Australia with those in
the Eastern States! I do not suppose West-
ern Australin has ever experienced such a
drought in the northern and southern dis-
triets as that through which produeers have
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just passed, whereas in the Eastern States,
there is generally some distriet that can
supply fat stock. Sometimes the position
is the reverse and the advantage is with us.
In the year before last we had better con-
ditions for our lambs wherecas the Eastern
States were suffering from the eoffects of
drought. To draw such a comparison with
the Eastern States was ridiculous.

The producers are very annoyed. Letters
and petitions have been drawn up and wcet-
ings have been held in wany centres. I
understand that Mr. Thomson and Mr.
Roche came {o Perth with a pefition signed
by 60 producers. At York, which is a very
conservative place and from which little is
heard in the way of complaint, I organised
a meeting in a few hours by using the tele-
phone, and producers from all the sur-
rounding districts attended. Producers who
had never before bothered fo attend a pub-
lic meeting made a point of being present
on that occasion. They were most indig-
nant ahont the Commissioner’s aection.
People had been at the Midland markets
and had scen whbat happened there—sales
dropped from 7s. to 10s, por head.
It is ridicnlous for the Commissioner fo
contend that his aetion had nothing te do
with the price of meat. The Commissioner
definitely departed from a prineiple which
has held good in this State for 50 or 60
years; that is, that the law of supply and
demand  should prevail.  Xverybody has
beon satisfied to work under that law. Many
producers in other vears have sent sheep
down to the metropolitan market and had
them sold at 3s. or 4. per head. A big
pastoralist at Port Hedland a few years
ago sent down 7,000 or 8,00 wethers, and
—TI am speaking from memory—reeeived 5.
or Gs. per head; at all events, a price that
did not cover expenses. And nohody went
to his assistanee. That is only one instance.
I could quote similar instanees for a long
time.

Next T wish to state briefly what has
happened in the farming districts this year.
If the farmers were putting their heads to-
gether and making hoge profits, T wonld
say they deserved all they got.

Hon. L. Craiz: And all they did not get.

Hon. Gi. B. WOOD: Yes. In this case,
however, they have suffered. They did not
know what happened to them when such an
netion as that of the Commissioner was
taken against them, Farmers have been
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feeding their sheep for four and five months
—a thing they have never done before.
After they had thrown in all their resources,
they had to buy feed for their sheep. It
cost one farmer 5s. or 6s. per head to
keep his sheep alive. T have here a state-
ment from an insurance company domi-
ciled in Perth. T said to the management,
“Qive me a fair sample of what is hap-
pening.”” The management replied to this
cffect :-—A man at Wickepin on a fair aver-
age property had 1,200 sheep and ob-
tained a 30 per cent. lambing. He fed the
stock 40 tons of hay, plus 15 tons obtained
from a neighbour at £5 per ton. Ile also
honght concentrated feed and one ton of
bran. Thus he incurred very heavy expense
indeed. After losing many of his sheep,
he finished up, as T have said, with a lamb-
ing of 30 per cent.

I have hore other cases of a similar
deseription.  Purehases of feed are merely
supplementary to reserves of wheat or bar-
ley held by the faymers. A man frequently
vetaing 500 bags of wheat or barley on his
farm with a view to selling on a beiter mar-
ket iafer. But all those yeserves are gone:
they have all heen fed. 1o addition,
Co-operative Bualk Handling, Limited, in a
letter to me dated the 16th July last, stated
as follows:—

The following details were telephoned to the
rimary Producers’ Association this morning
for vour information——

Ca-operative Bulk Handling, YLtd., has re-
contly returned 1,170 Lushels of bulk wheat at
Qoddard and Greenhills to the growers thereof
for the purpose of feeding their stock.

Arvangements are in train for the return of
1,000 hushely to three growers at Yealering for
the same purpose,  Applications for the re-
tuen of 2,300 bushels have been reecived from
growers at Goomalling, Konnongorring, Yar-
ramony, Meckering, Welbungin, Kondinin,
Deverley, Wickepin, and Lake Graee. Applica-
tions for the return of wheat to feed their
stoek have also been reecived from growers at
Bilbarin and Bungulln. Applications are still
coming in.

Tn addition, The Westralian Farmers, Limi-
ted, are making arrangements for the retarn
of 560 bushels of wheat at Borden to grow-
ers for the purpose of feeding their stock, and
another application has been received from
Woodanilling asking for the return of 550
bushels there for the same purpose,

I make these quotations because they are
most snggestive as showing that all ever the
State farmers are railing stuff back. Every-
body knows that when stuff is railed back,
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costr ave mounting ail the time. But farmers
are compelled to adopt this course in order
to keep their sheep alive. Those few men
who did have a few fat sheep to sell did not
receive even the eost of production, because
they were stabbed in the back by the Com-
missioner, Tt was a stab in the back to the
producers just as if the Commissioner had
goute to Midland Junetion and there dirvected
what price was to he paid for the sheep.

Information has also been reeeived by me
from the Barley Board, to the effeet that
18,000 bars of barley have gone back to the
wheat and stoek areas. A considerable
proportion of that barley would be used for
feed for sheep. Again, I have a letter from
a road bhoard stating—

Many farmers are faced with abandonment
of their farms, their flocks of sheep with des-
temetion (by lack of feed, or by lack of petrol
for water-carting).

Fallowing fuel has been stopped, and unless
Government action eomes quickly, vast areas of
oceupied lands will be deserted.

Why are these things happening at sueh a
time as the present? It is indeed hard to
understand. 1 think the Commissioner took
on something he knew ahsolutely nothing
about, and I do hope the right course will
now be adopted. My helief is that an hon-
est mistake was made. The honourable
eourse now would be to withdraw, to do as
I have sugmested to the Commissioner: pull
out and sec what will happen. 1 shall say
no more about the meat question, having
probably said enough.

Now I wish to dea} with the general posi-
tion of farmers. I am sorry to have to say
a number of things which have been said
here frequently sinee I have been a member
of the Honse. To-day, however, the farmers
are in a worse position than ever they were
in before. Nobody knows what will happen
to them. Take the case of farmers in the
FEastern wheathelt. No water is available
there. The farmers are earting water now.
Whatever happens to them, they merit the
sympathy of Western Australin’s Parlia-
ment. An hon. member has said that we
should prepare for a elean-up in the coun-
try, whatever the result may be. Certainly it
will not help the State if those farmers leave
their lands. That eannot hetter the posi-
tion. 1 know that Western Australin has
previously faeed a similar situation, but
things ave going to be a hundred times worse
from now on. The farmers will come into

the city to look for relief work. They are
being harassed. Even if no money can be
granted to them, surely things can be made
casier for them. The other day n farmer
showed me an account for £50 he had re-
ceived from a water board—failing pay-
ment, the water was to be eut off. He has
not a dog's ehance of being able to pay. The
peenliar feature of the case is that he is
heing eharged for water he has not received.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: For what period?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I do not know.
lowever, this farmer was charged for water
which be never had, becanse the water was
not in the dam for him to get. Things like
that ave pinpricks. Some farmers need to
he financed. Surely the general taxpayer
can carry some of these burdens. This in-
stanee is like that of meat prices; I am sorry
to get back to that subject again, but I ask
why the farmer should bear all these hurd-
ens? I have scen a letter in “The West
Australian” from a soldier’s wife, stating
that she cunnot pay carrent prices for meat
and that something shounld be done. I agree
that something shonld be done, but the
farmer should not shoulder all the responsi-
hility. 1t that course is adopted, the effect
will only come back on the State eventually.
I suggest that the State should not give
these men anything, but should desist from
all these pinpricks. At Narembeen a far-
mer was threatened with cut-off of water.
He also was charged for water that he had

never received.  Such treatment makes
people highly discontented.
The Chief Secretary: There s another

stde of the picture.

Heon, (i, B. W0QOD: No. I was at Narem-
heen with Mr. Millington and My, Andrew
when the case was put up. The answer
given was that the water scheme had to he

paid for. We know that it has to be paid
for.
Hon, V. Mamersley: The depariment

asked the farmer to pay, and charged him
£30 for water that he had never had.

Hon, G, B. W0OD: The water scheme
should be nationalised.

The Chief Sceretary: Not one of those
schemes is paying.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: But why harass the
farmers? This particular farmer, when
showing me the letter from the depariment,
asked, “What shall I do? I eavnot pay this
account.” 1 could only advise him to wait
and see what would bappen. Such things
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hang over the farmers and worry them, and
goodness kuows they have enough worries
without this additional one.

The letter from a road board which i
quoted just now made reference also to
fallowing. Would it nol be a gbod thing
to lomd Farers the necessary money for fuel
te be used in tallowing, wgainst a lien on
the future crop?  The policy adopted hy the
Governtaent will vesult in much of the light
land in that road heord district going hack
to grasshoppers. It is well known that if
land is not fallowed, it wovs back to suck-
ers, rabbits and greasshoppers. I do not
wish to detain the flouse longer. 1 believe
I have said quite enough to prove my case,
and | eonclude by supporting the motion
for the ndoption of the Addvess-in-reply.

HON, F. R, WELSH (North) [7.38]:
Initially [ desice to thank hon. members
generally for the welcome they have ex-
tended o new mewbers of this Chamber, in-
cluding mysclf, At the same time I must
remark that some of us new members will
find it hard to live up to what has been
stated of us; personally, T shall try te
do 0. A great deal has already heen said
ahout the North-West. .I wish hon.
members  to  understand that one has
to live in that portion ot the Stafe in
order fo become gware of all the disabilities
exisling thore. 8o tar as this debate las
praceeded, nothing has yet heen said about
wlhat the North-West ean prodace and docs
produce.  Some little tine ago [ was greatly
interested to sce some figures taken out by
the Engineer for the North-West, Mr.
Druke-Brockman,  They show that jn an
average year the North-West iz capable of
producing goods and commodities to the
value of £2,25(,000. Thix annual return can
easily be maintained, given good seasons and
normal conditions. Ixeept for a few areus
which nnder jrrigation conditions might ad-
mit of eloser settlement, and apart frow
further development of mining, the North-
West in my opinion must remain purely
a pastoral couniry for many years io come,
Until recently the attitude of people
of the sonth towards the North-West
apparcntly has bern that that country
is togp far away to hother much about. How-
ever, latterty the North-West has been com-
ing into something of its own. I ought to
mention that the present Government has
shown itself sympathetic in its treat-

ment of the North as regards assistanee
to those industries that have fallen back.
The Goverument has rendered assistauce not
only to the pastoral industry, but to the
pearling and the banana industries.  The
hospitals in the North-West have also been
placed on a hetter footing. While on the
subject of hospitals, I should mention that
the equipment that is provided at those in-
stitutions is largely the result of the excel-
lent assistance rendered by the Lotteries
Commission, Partieularly does this apply to
the Port Hedland distriet with which I am
most familiar, There are young and up-to-
date medical men at nearly all the ports on
the coast and in addition, there is an aerial
medical service which, 1 believe, is sub-
sidised by the State Government to the ex-
tent of £300 per annunt. This has proved
to be one of the greatest boons the North-
West has ever had. It has given women
rearing families outback a feeling of sceur-
ity by veason of the faet that they have
known that medieal advice was available,
Formerly it meant travelling hundreds of
miles to visit a doctor. Generally speaking
the sexvice has made things in the North-
West really worth while. In addition the
wommen in those parts have been given the
opportunity to fuorm a cirede of air
friends, and diseussing, by means of
pedal sets, matters of interest to themselves,

The appointment of a Royal Comuission
to investigate the position of the pastoral
industry has given great =atistoetion, and
we are hopeful that the result of the Com-
missioner’s investisution will lead to some
tangihle 1ecommendations heing made, re-
commmendations that will throw some light
on Lhe rehabilitation of the industry, which,
as we all know, lms suffered tremendous
losses through drought in recent years,
Whele flocks have been decimated through
drought and many pastoralists have been
ruined. The result of many years of hard
work bhas gone completely and the money
that has heen spent in establishing valuable
flocks has heen lost. It is problematieal
whether the standard of the flocks will be
regnined, in our life time at least, owing to
the shortage of sheep and the difficulty of
finance. There is no hope for some of these
people who have lost their all and now have
no outlook on life. The wool position is not
so bad despite the fact that the two ocarly
appraisements were low. Had it not heen
for the British Government taking over the
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wool we would not have been able to ship
a bale,

The banana industry has suffered from
the effects of drought. As we all know,
when the Gaseoyne River begun to dry up
the planters found it neeessary fo sink to
eonsiderable depths to obtain water,  liven
then when water was obtained it was found
to contnin too great a degree of salinity to
be of vaiue to the plants. The Gascoyne River
fortunately has run again this vear and
fresh water supplies are once more avail-
able. It speaks volumes for this industry
that it was on iis toes as soon as
the river began to run. Not only will it
thrive under good conditions, hut the people
in that part of the State will be in a posi-
tion to produce beans, tomatoes and vege-
tables.  These produets are equal to
anything  that e¢an he grown in any
other part of the State and will always he
available for sale in an early market. The
growers arc to be complimented heenuse of
the way in which they have hung on against
adverse conditions, nnd ne one will hegrudge
themw  what little profit they are able to
make.

The Government has rendered ussistance
to the pearling industry by making a grant
in the last vear or two to nssist pearlers
to fit out their boats. This action
has been greatly appreciated.  There are
very Tew pearlers there who are in the posi-
tion of heing independent of the assistance
given by the Govesnment. Really the assist-
anee {o this industry should he a Conunon-
wealth matter. Poachers are allowed (o
enter Broome to re-fuel and obtain water:
they come in and go out ns they please.
Surely some means of proteetion counld be
afforded our own pearlers against the poneh-
ers who in some cases are cleaning up shell
within the three-mile limit. I was wonder-
ing whether anything could be done to ex-
tend that limit on the coast. If poaching
is permitted to go on, in a few years time
there will be no pearling industry at all
The industry is of national importance and
if poaching goes on muoch longer I am
sure Broome will be deserted. My opinion
of that part of the State is that from
Derby  southward the country will be
carrying sheep in the future and the North-
West will then come into its own once more.
T trust that will be the ease.

I should like to say 2 few words about the
State Skipping Service. Cargo thnt is sent

{o Darwin occuptes a great deal of the
space on the BSlute vessels and very lit-
tie is left for our own people. | know of
nuny instanees where cargo for the North-
West ports has been shut out hecause the
vessels have heen loaded with eommodition
for Darwin, 1 have always been a heliever
i the State Shipping Serviee and have sup-
ported it.  The State vessels have been re-
sponsible for most of the concessions that
we have on the eoust, hut I am hound teo
admit that at the present time the service
along the coast was far better 30 years ago
than it is to-day., At that time we bad ves-
scls of the Adelaide Steamship Company
and the Singapore steamers trading on the
coast and earrying hoth passengers and
cargo a8 it offercd to every port. Now we
find commodities being sbut out because
space is fully oceapied with eargo for Dar-
win.  In some cases it is Commonwealth
Freight and we know that the Commoniealth
is able to commandeer whatever space it re-
quires,  So 1 contend that during the war
period at any rate we should permit the
Singapore boats 1o carry eargo as far north
ax Derby. That would not do any harm at
all.  On the contrary it would relieve the
diffienlt position in which the settlers in that
part of the State now find themselves. The
Singapore vessels pass the ports nnd would
give the people of the North the serviee they
require. The State vessels arve running a very
good serviee, but it is not adeguate to meet
the vequirements of our coast. The Darwin
eargo is increasing continnally and even-
toally the coastal ports nay be shut right
out. I trust the Government will do some-
thing to relieve the position and I repeat
that while the State =hips are earrying on an
exeellent service, we have not sufficient of
them to meet the needs of our own people.
During the period of the war the Govern-
ment should permit the Singapore vessels
te call at all the ports and thus ensure the
carrying of all cargo offering on the coast.
That might easily be arranged.

On motion by Hon. H. T.. Roche dehate
adjourned.

House qdjourned at 8.11 p.m.




